Findon Valley Residents’ Association

Protecting the interests of our community
and the countryside around us

www.fvra.org.uk

FVRA AGM MINUTES
Saturday 22nd March 2025 2pm FVFC

Chair's Welcome
LT welcomed guest speakers and audience members to the meeting and gave instructions on
evacuation procedures in case of an emergency.

In attendance

Lorraine Taylor (LT) Neil Worsfold (NW) Denise Edwards (DE) Terry Field (TF) Paula Barnes
(PB) Clive Sanders (CS) Sean Philip (SP) Matthew Ward (MW)

Also In attendance:

Committee Members Elect

Paul Stanley {PS) Ruth Rhodes (RR) Steve Rhodes (SR)

Guest Speakers

Tom Rutland MP

Elizabeth Sparkes -Worthing Borough Councillor, WSCC Vice Chair and County Councillor
Nigel Morgan-Worthing Borough Councillor

Dan Humphreys- Worthing Borough Councillor

Helen Blakeborough Neighbourhood, Place and Economy Adur and Worthing Council




Apologies
Angela Atkinson (AA) Chloe Paddock (CP) Mary Meadows, Chair HSRA, Father Andrew
Cunnington, Andy Tomlins, Geoff Swann

Minutes of last meeting and Matters Arising

No matters arising.

Guest Speaker Tom Rutland MP

Mr. Rutland thanked FVRA for inviting him to speak. He gave a summary of his
background including being a Local Authority Councillor and having worked in Financial
Services.

He reported on his work to date since taking office in last General Election. He has worked
on many specific cases supporting local residents, community groups and organisations.
These include issues with highways and housing, securing funding for a new school roof for
St. Nicolas and St. Mry’s Primary School, met with ministers regarding maternity services at
Worthing Hospital, spoken in parliament regarding concerns over water services, shop
lifting, Ukrainian families, met with Southern Water, Rampion.

He has established a shop front office in Lancing and engaged a new team of staff and holds
regular surgeries where constituents can meet him.

He writes a weekly column in the Worthing Herald.

A local school has joined the pilot scheme for Breakfast Clubs

Update on Devolution

Mr. Rutland gave an outline of what the new structure of governance will look like.
Councils as they exist now will be abolished and a new 2 tier structure will take their place.
We will be moving to a 1 tier structure.

The election of a Mayor for Sussex will take place next May, who will have the overriding
control of the area. The new authority will be responsible for between 300 000 to 500 000
residents, which is bigger than Worthing Borough Council but smaller than West Sussex
County Council.

As a result, there will be no elections this year, as these would take resources and money to
run. Time is needed to put new plans into place.

Questions from the Floor

Q. Diana Salisbury-It is being spoken about as though this has already been decided. Isn’t it
still under consultation?

R. Devolution was in our Manifesto. There is an opportunity for residents to give feedback on
the website, but it will be going ahead.

Q. Clive Sanders- There are fears of what it will mean if Worthing joins up with Brighton and
Hove as it has a very different make up/demographic to Worthing.

R. If we were to join with Brighton and Hove, Worthing and Adur would be 40% of the
authority, but we still don’t know what the shape of the new council will look like.

Q Have improvements to the A27 been scrapped?
R. TR confirmed that financial constraints led to improvements being scrapped.
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Q. Audience member- If WBC is abolished, what happens to all the employees? Does
Worthing lose its mayor?

R. Depends where the new authority is based, nothing has been decided yet. The current role of
Worthing Mayor would go.

Audience member praised the services of local NHS regarding Cataract surgery she had recently
received.

Q, Lance Allen- What are the strengths and weaknesses/ costs of this exercise?
R. There will be reduced duplication in many roles. It’s better to be in the priority programme to
ensure to have an early voice in the process. Brighton and Hove footprint may well stay the same.

Guest Speaker Elizabeth Sparkes WSCC, WBC

e Mrs. Sparkes thanked FVRA for the invitation to attend and gave a summary of her
background and experience as a councillor representing 9000 residents in the local area.

e WSCC new budget has just been set at £2.3 Billion.

e She outlined the work of WSCC in funding rising costs in urgent social care, children in
care, secure units for children, growing number of EHCP for children in school, and in
home to school transport and adult care.

e 900 000 people live in West Sussex, WSCC are planning for 50 000 more residents over the

next 10 years, only around 1000 will be of working age.

£98 million spent on rubbish and recycling.

£560 million is spent on adult care.

£1.3 billion is spent on education.

There are 36 libraries and other community facilities.

Findon Valley Highways
e WSCC looking at traffic regulation orders around the library and Lime Tree Surgery as

some vehicles are parked all day, some of which are commercial. This might include yellow
lines or restricted parking time limits.

e A survey was carried out recording registrations of vehicles using the “Rat Run” around the
back roads of the valley.

e A Community Highways scheme could include speed humps along affected roads and
reduced speed limits.

Bus Service
e WSCC has allocated money for more illuminated bus stops and signs.
e Mrs. Sparkes had a meeting with a Stagecoach representative in January regarding the
lateness of the no.1 service. This gets held up in Midhurst and Washington. Ms. Sparkes
requested that the route be looked at again so that the service is improved.

Devolution
e Mrs. Sparkes stated that she did not agree with devolution and the possibility of becoming
part of Brighton and Hove.
e She had concerns over the loss of councillors and local knowledge and experience and the
blasé attitude of our MP.
e WSCC has applied to be part of the first tranche which would give West Sussex a voice.
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e Mrs. Sparkes stated she disagreed with cancellation of this year’s local elections.

e WSCC would want to be one unitary authority, keeping West Sussex identity. Joining with
Brighton and Hove will mean a loss of identity and cohesion.

e Mayoral elections will take place in 2026, new unitary authority will form in 2027. New
councillors will have a much bigger area to cover.

e There will be a 1-year overlap period between old WSCC and WBC and new unitary
authority.

e Updates will take place as more information becomes available.

Questions from the floor

Q. Christine Gimble-After the fatal accident on the A27. Arundel Rd side, and concerns
about people crossing, would it be possible to have a new pedestrian crossing installed?
R. National Highways are responsible for A27, not WSCC, need to send an email to MP
stating the case. This point was noted by TR.

Q. John — Parking restrictions tend to move parking to other roads creating parking
difficulties for residents.as has been experienced in other parts of the town.

R. This is a difficult problem to resolve. Parking restrictions take a long time to resolve. It
took 6 years to get this issue resolved around Broadwater Green. The restrictions imposed
meant that the large campers, army truck and commercial vehicles can no longer be left
parked indefinitely. People can now park around the Green when using the local shops or the
Green. There has been positive feedback from the residents.

Q. Audience member- Road markings/signs need repainting on the shared cycle /foot path
on Findon Rd, to improve safety.

R. WSCC has allocated £50 million in renewing signs and repainting white lines. Mrs.
Sparkes is not a supporter of shared lanes.

Guest Speaker Dan Humphreys WBC

e OQutlined his background and experience.

e His role will be abolished under Devolution and is a sceptic of this type of Devolution. He
will be supporting Tim Loughton (former MP) in his bid to become Mayor.

e First takers will receive extra money. There may well be benefits but details are not known
yet. Devolution has not always been a success in other parts of the country and authorities
often need to apply for extra funding.

e There is a real possibility of going in with Brighton and Hove who have closed libraries and
public toilets. Worthing could be at risk of losing facilities.

e Working in partnership with FVRA and Mrs. Sparkes, 2 planters blocking the view of the
exit on kings Parade have been moved.

e Carparks in Findon Valley will not be locked overnight, cannot get an answer to the reason
why, but will keep asking.

Questions from the Floor

Q. Will the heat network scheme that is causing chaos in the town centre come to Findon
Valley?

R. Mr. Humphreys disagrees with the scheme due to the amount of disruption it has caused
to the town centre businesses. It will be beneficial when in place, providing heating for the
hospital and other buildings. He would have preferred the decarbonisation scheme instead.
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It will not extend to Findon Valley.

Guest Speaker Nigel Morgan WBC

e WRBC are receiving weekly updates about Devolution.

e Mr. Morgan has been working in the local community helping residents with a range of
issues such as rubbish collection, graffiti.

e Feedback from PCSO Ed Mitchell has reported low crime rates in the area.

e There will be a monthly workshop in FVFC about Cybercrime. How to keep safe, giving
practical tips how to be resilient, dealing with nuisance calls and internet safety.

Questions from the floor

Q. Steve Rhodes- In reference to the Rat Run in Findon Valleys residential roads, will
councillors support 20 mile an hour speed limit?

R. Elizabeth Sparkes answered as under WSCC. FVRA will need to survey local residents
to see if such a scheme is supported before it can be put before WSCC. A formal
consultation would then be carried out by WSCC. It would be better to do it now before
changes due to Devolution take place as this could cause delays.

Chairs Report (see attached)

Chair of FVRA Lorraine Taylor thanked local councillors and MP for attending.
The Chair reported on FVRA events from the year including:
Monthly markets
Working party
Fun Dog Show
Community Picnic
5k race/mini mile
History Group
Christmas Extravaganza
e January Wassail
There have been many other events including a Butterfly Walk, installation of clothes hopper, litter
picking, community ramble, visit to a garden in Plantation Rise, children’s summer passport.
LT gave thanks to all family, friends, volunteers, local businesses, Lime Tree Surgery, FVFC,
Friends of Findon Valley, local estate agents for sponsorship, who have supported our work
throughout the year.
e FVRA have made donations to The Vale School and PCaSO.
e Welcome this year to Denise Edwards and Sean Philip.
e Welcome this coming year to Angela Atkinson, Steve Rhodes, Ruth Rhodes and Paul
Stanley. Richard Moore has been asked to join us as a co-opted member.
e Highways will be the focus for the coming year.

Presentation

Special Presentation and thanks to Clive Sanders, Treasurer for 10 years, now taking a step back.



Webmaster Report Sean Philip

This year the website was updated and relaunched to an easier to use platform. Steadily
building a presence.

3000 visitors so far, 25% came from Facebook links, most popular day is Sunday, most
engaged content was 5K, Dog Show and History Group.

SK/10K this year will take place off road, so no road closures.

FVRA can be contacted via website for feedback.

Secretary’s Report Denise Edwards

Initially became involved with FVRA through having a stall at monthly markets, lived in
Worthing since 1986.

As well as producing agendas and taking minutes for monthly meetings, has recently started
producing a quarterly newsletter to help promote events and activities throughout the year.
At Christmas visited many businesses in Kings Parade to explain what FVRA do and
secured many prizes for Christmas Extravaganza.

Encouraged people to join FVRA and get involved in events.

History Group Report Terry Field

History Group began last June, initially for 3 months., now every last Friday of the month at
FVFC 2pm £2 admission.

Attendance is increasing, 80+ at last meeting.

Take ideas from local residents, books, documents, photos, newspapers.

Some images can be found on website.

Focus on local areas and talks by expert speakers including James Sainsbury, Paul Holden.
Topics have included WW11, Cissbury Ring, Typhoid Epidemic, Transport.

Currently researching Shops and businesses in Kings Parade for a future

talk. Upcoming Guest speakers will include Dr. Janet Pennington on Chanctonbury Ring,
Chris Green on Tarring Village.

The event has become a social occasion.

If anyone has any resources or ideas for the group, please contact us.

Chair delivered following reports.

Treasurers Report Clive Sanders

Membership Report Neil Worsfold

School Liaison Report Paula Barnes

Friends of Findon Valley Report Matthew Ward

See Chairs Report

Resolution 1

Minutes of 2024 AGM Proposed Mr. Salisbury Seconded Mrs. Salisbury



Resolution 2

Chair’s Report including Trustees Report Proposed Lance Allen Seconded Colin
Edwards
Resolution 3

Treasurer’s Report and Accounts 2024  Proposed Terri Binsted Seconded Maggie
Winter

Resolution 4

Committee Reports Proposed Mr. Salisbury Seconded Maggie Winter

Election of Committee Members en bloc Proposed Colin Binsted Seconded Christine
Worsfold

Guest Speaker
Update on Cissbury Fields

Helen Blakeborough- Neighbourhood. Place and Economy Adur and Worthing Council

e AWC worked in partnership with FVRA on management of 6 separate fields known as
Cissbury Fields over the last few years.

e The partnership has established a community orchard, working in collaboration with AWC,
South Downs Park Ranger, Emily Ford.

e FVRA attends meetings with South Downs National Park Sussex Wildlife Trust and AWC.

e In 2022, the Neighbourhood team began to take steps to renature Cissbury Fields by
proposing to introduce hay cutting and cows to the area and have been invited to apply for
funding directly form DEFRA.

e The cow fields would include funding for fencing, piping for water and water troughs. The
re-naturing plan is envisaged to cover the next 30 years.

e FVRA would manage renaturing land for 30 years.

Access will still be available for members of the public and dog walkers.

e Cows eat the long grass and young ragwort, allowing other species of plants to thrive which
in turn encourage butterflies and many other species of insect. Returning the fields to good
quality chalk grassland and meadows will allow cutting and baling of hay, contributing to
Net Zero 2045.

e Sussex Cattle will be supplied by Sussex Wildlife Trust and are a native breed which have a
good temperament and can cope with tough grazing.

e 4 out of 6 fields will be used in rotation, only 1 field at a time will have cattle. This will be
for 2 or 3 months in winter, and 2 or 3 months in summer.

e Stock proof fencing will be used and a 15ft gap will be left around the fields for walker
access. Signage explaining why the cattle are there will be erected.

e Dogs will be allowed in the cow fields but must be on a lead.

e The cutting and baling of hay will take place once a year.
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e Fields 3,4,5,6 will be used, field 2 is the orchard. Field 5 will be used a stock pen to allow
cows to be loaded/unloaded into a vehicle.

e Natural England are advising on the application to be made in the summer. By
autumn/winter should know if funding has been approved. Also working with a farming
consultant.

e There will be a chance to get involved, FVRA will be updated and will be invited to attend
meetings.

Questions from the floor

Q. Audience member- How many more Ash Die Back trees will be taken?
R. The cutting back has finished for the year as its nesting season, Only the trees affected by the
disease are being removed.

Q. Audience member- Will the horses still be on Cissbury Ring?
R. National Trust owns Cissbury Ring, so horses will stay.

Q. Audience member- Where do the cattle come from, who owns them?
R. Sussex Wildlife Trust own them they will rotate the cattle around different sites on the downs.

Q. Audience member - Is it possible to put updates on notices in the fields to keep everyone up to

date with progress?
R. Yes can be done as the park rangers go up there frequently.

Chair of FVRA thanked all for attending and the guest speakers and closed the meeting.



